
 

                                                     

  

 
 

York Graduate Research School 

Awards and Funding Sub-Committee 
 

Friday 22 November 2019, 9:00am 

 

H/G19, Heslington Hall 

  

MINUTES 

 

Present:  Prof T Stoneham (TS, Chair, Dean of YGRS) 

 Prof M Festenstein (MF, Associate Dean for Research in Social Sciences) 

 Dr R Grant (RG, Planning Officer for Sciences) 

 Mrs A Grey (AG, Research Strategy and Policy Manager) 

 Prof D Smith (DS, PVC for Research) 

 Prof S Thompson (ST, Associate Dean for Research in Sciences) 

 

 

In attendance:  Miss G Kirk (GK, Secretary, Research Student Administration) 

     

 

 

Category I 

 

 

19-20/01 Welcome and apologies: 

 

The Chair welcomed the Committee and apologies were noted from Prof R Ogden (RO, Associate 

Dean for Research in Arts and Humanities) and Dr K Allen (KA, Deputy Director of the Humanities 

Research Centre). 

 

 

19-20/02 Minutes from last meeting: 

 

The Minutes from February’s meeting were approved as an accurate record. May’s meeting was 

cancelled. 

 

 

19-20/03 Matters arising: 

 

a) PGRO fees: 

 

The Chair reported that PGRO fee waivers were discussed at International Committee. The Deputy 

Vice Chancellor would like a paper to go back to the Committee at the end of January. It was noted 

that there needs to be a means of charging those eligible for the PGRO rate at the PGRH rate, 



 

                                                     

  

while avoiding the double taxation issue. In the interim, there was agreement that departments 

need a strategic approach that justifies the fee waivers, with good alignment across faculties. 

 

ACTION: AG to take PGRO fees conversation to RSPO on 5 December. RG to raise with the 

Head of Planning. 

 

 

19-20/04 Chair’s actions: 

  

Ref. Date: Staff 
member / 
department 

Application details / 
project title 

Support agreed Expected 
start 

AFSC
19-
20/04/
01 

 
05/11/19 

 
Avtar 
Matharu / 
Chemistry 

EPSRC DTP Mobility: 
Developing Leadership 
and Excellence in 
Circular, Resource 
Efficient, Sustainable  
Manufacturing 

1 x University funded four year 
PhD studentship (£60,036 
Stipend + £17,308.00 Fees + 
£21,000 Research Training 
Support Grant) 
=£98,344.00 
 
 (1 x department matched) 

October 
2020 

 

 

 

19-20/04 Discussion regarding Terms of Reference  

 

  The Committee’s Terms of Reference were circulated with the agenda for consideration. 

 

Before the York Graduate Research School was created, AFSC’s predecessor, the University 

Awards Coordination Group (UACG), was chaired by the PVC for Research but also covered PGT 

funding.  

 

At that point, the UACG budget was a distinct, separately noted budget that included significant 

match-funding. AFSC was formed once YGRS was established and brought together the UACG 

and any Research Development Fund (RDF) spend relating to studentships in the overarching 

‘AFSC budget’. 

 

Other elements of the UACG budget, such as the YGRS Conference Fund and the Overseas 

Research Scholarships, have their own processes. Thus AFSC is currently acting as more of a 

financial reporting rather than advisory committee. The Chair invited the Committee members to 

reflect on its Terms of Reference and purpose moving forward. 

 

Regarding the current Terms of Reference, it is challenging to monitor impact at an institutional 

level, and quality of applications is difficult to measure. Summary data tends to be held in DTPs 

and CDTs so is handled at consortium level.  

 

The Chair noted there is a wider discussion with the new Head of Governance on scholarships and 

scholarship management more generally. 

 

Following discussion, there was agreement that PGR oversight should remain separate from UG 

and remain on the agenda, but that the current focus of this committee should shift from financial 

reporting to strategic PGR funding-related discussions. 

The proposals from the discussions were that the membership of the YGRS Board should include 

the Associate Deans for Research and that the AFSC committee structure should be retained, but 



 

                                                     

  

reconfigured as more of an advisory group, to discuss funder behaviour and expectations, and 

aligning what we do with what we are expecting to do. 

 

 

ACTION:  The Chair to propose that the Associate Deans for Research be added to the 

YGRS Board membership from 2020/21. 

 

ACTION: GK to circulate a call for discussion items for future meetings. 

 

  

19-20/05 Faculties update 

 

  Sciences: 

 

ST noted that a decision has been made to use the EPSRC DTP strategic funding differently: a call 

is being put out to departments in spring to apply for a programme for the four studentships that 

must involve three departments minimum, such that it is truly multidisciplinary. There is also a plan 

and another workstream in place to use a small amount of money for vacation students or 

contingency to stimulate industrial placements for students. TS advised ST to speak with the 

WRoCAH DTP Manager in this regard. 

 

  Social Sciences: 

 

MF noted that the White Rose DTP renewal interview took place in Swindon, with an interest in the 

Widening Participation agenda. Outcomes are due in late December. The management of the 

predicted overspend, which came from recruiting more 1+3s, is back on track.  

 

 

19-20/06 Budget update 

 

  Nothing new to report. 

   

   

19-20/07 Any other business  

 

 The Chair noted that two calls are expected in January: the Leverhulme doctoral scholarships 

(£1.35 million for 15 students) will go out soon, as well as MRC in January.  

 

York Biomedical Research Institute (YBRI) is looking to create a dedicated PhD in the Hull York 

Medical School. An application has come into DS which is currently being revised, requesting an 

investment from the RDF and also requiring match-funding from the department. It would need to 

be managed as a separate programme for admissions and recruitment. 

 

The Chair also confirmed that Richard Middleton, the Chair of the Commonwealth Scholarships 

Committee is making an institutional visit on 22 January. TS will be encouraging him to support 

funding for distance-learning PhDs from low and middle-income countries. 

 

 

19-20/08 Date of next meeting 

 

  Monday 17 February 2020, 11.00am-12.20pm, H/G19 (Heslington Hall)   

 

   


